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A special feature of present German racialism is the limitless
denigration of the so-called Jewish race. Anti-Jewish sentiment
has, of course, been strong in many ages and in many peoples
and has sprung from various motives. It is racial antisemitism
only with which we are concerned here. Anthropology has found
that the Jews are not a homogeneous race but a mixture of
different racial elements predominantly identical with the racial
elements of south and east Europeans with an admixture of
Nordic and Oriental stock. The Nazi views of Jewish racial
mentality, their treatment of the Jews and the answer to their
allegations need not be discussed here in detail.1 The idea, how-
ever, that the Jewish success in trade was due to innate racial
tendencies is not restricted to the Nazis or to Germany but very
widespread in other countries too* In truth, the economic
ascent of the Jews in the nineteenth century was due to special
historical and social conditions and has nothing to do with
race. A major reason was the wide dispersal of the Jews through
persecutions, which provided them with many international
experiences and contacts, knowledge of languages, and markets.
In the period of capitalistic development this enabled the Jews
to become to a large extent economic, financial and cultural
mediators between different nations. Their success was par-
ticularly great in countries where the ruling classes were still
imbued with a feudal and military spirit and found trade beneath
their dignity, while no national trading middle class had
developed, as in large parts of central and eastern Europe. The
nobility in those countries frequently left the sale of the agri-
cultural products and the industrial development of their landed
estates to the Jews, whom they often also protected against the
animosity of the nascent middle class. Many Jews thus had
exceptional opportunities of acquiring wealth. Their sons or
grandsons, however, soon tried to abandon the world of commerce
and to join the medical or legal professions, or to become writers,
scientists or officials. As a rule, the third generation of rich
Jewish families showed little commercial interest or ability but
1 Cf, for the facts G. Warburg, Six Tears under Hitler, The Jews under the Nazi
Regime, 1939 ; Cecil Roth, The Jewish Contribution to Civilization, 1938.
It is a complete mistake to assume that the old-established Jews in Germany were,
before Hitler, regarded as an alien element by the majority of the Germans, except by
extreme nationalists. A certain vague prejudice was widespread, but it was hardly
more acute than the prejudice against Catholics or South Germans in certain Prussian
circles, or the aversion of the Bavarians against the Prussians. Bismarck in his begin-
nings showed the anti-Jewish prejudice of the Junker class but soon got rid of it. He
once said that, mixed marriages of Germans with Jews seemed to produce a good
blend, and that he did not know whether he would not advise hi? sons in this
sense.